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TO THE SECT OF CHRISTIANS KNOWN BY 
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InsuRED CurisTians! Dorchester Gaol, May 9, 1824. 
INJURED, you certainly are, who to all intents and purposes 
are put beyond the pale of the law: and if you are neither 
allowed to assist in making, nor in administering the laws, 
itis not too much to say, that you are not within that 
pale. 

In making a round of addresses to the Christian sects, I 
come to address the sect of Roman Catbolics, to shew them 
the right means to be used to obtain CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION, 
and howthey may successfully shake ofevery Protestant feller. 
Sharing persecution with you, from the Christians in power, 
I feel that I have some claim upon yvur attention, whilst I 
state my views of the evils which degrade you, and propose 
a remedy for their effectual removal. I do not appeal to 
you upon the prejudices of religious tenets, I seek not your 
approbation in applauding your errors, | court not your 
support by flattery of any kind; but whilst I offer myself to 
you as a physician, | commence with telling you, that, to 
TO CURE, I MUST INCISE ANDCAUTERIZE. Your disease re- 
quires, your welfare urges, me to offer this treatment. Grant 
me, first, the liberty, the right, to address my opinions to 
you; and then bear with me, patiently, whilst I state 
them. 

As a sect of Christians, you claim priority, on the ground 
of the antiquity of your customs and ceremonies ; for tenets 
or religious dogmas, you can be scarcely said to hold, since 
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610 THE REPUBLICAN. 


the decisions of your priests are, in all cases, your decisions: 
you acquiesce, whether or not, you believe or understand. 
The Government then, which you desire, is to ail intents 
and purposes, an hierarchy, as much as was the Government 
of the Jews. And you do not see, that one of the first 
principles of that revolution which has hurled you from the 
prominence held by your ancestors, to be the lowest of Chris- 
tian sects, was to overthrow hierarchy, and to establish a Go- 
vernment upon popular representation in the legislature. 

Such being the case, I rejoice in your overthrow, in the 
first instance ; whilst, in the second, I desire to raise you to an 
equality with all other persons, under the protection of a 
well formed Government and good laws. 

The purport of my address is two fold: first, 1 desire to 
show you, that the whole of your religion is ill-founded and 
worthless as a benefit to you: second, that the only road_ to 
Catholic Emancipation is to renounce Catholicism with 
Christianity. ‘This is the only emancipation that offers you 
the least benefit: aud further, when it is seen, that you are 
resolute in this adoption, the Protestants will yield all you 
ask: they will go on their knees, beg pardon for past mis- 
behaviour, aud embrace you as brethren, if you will but 
continue to cail yourselves Christians. You may see this 
now passing with all the sects, save the one of Roman Ca- 
tholics ! 

First: to shew that your religion is ill founded, I go to 
its root, and tell you, that, there is no living personified God, 
that the history of Jerusalem knows nothing of the history 
of such a person as Jesus Christ, nor of such a sect as Chris- 
tians, so long as it was the sect of a Jewish Government and 
the metropolis of a Jewish nation. It is a most singular 
fact, that the mass of those benighted, cajoled beings, who 
have passed under the denomination of Christians, have been, 
and those living still are as ignorant of the history of Chris- 
tianity and Judaism, as the heathen whom they profess to 
teach! I[t is argued by some, that the thing having existed so 
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long is one proof of its authenticity; but to this, I answer, 
that a fable is not less a fable for having been current two 
thousand years, and, if antiquity wore a fable into truth 
there must be many religions, now known, now prac- 
tised, more true than Christianicy. 

But the truth is, that all religions have been idolatrous: 
there is no exception: wherever a personified God has been 
worshipped by a human being, there has been an idolator. 
There is no God existing, in any intellectual or persoval 
form kuown to man; and what he does not know, ought not 
to concern bim, as he cannot, by auy possibility, be con- 
strued to be sensibly indebted or a subject. All that has 
ever been preached to you about one God, two Gods, three 
Gods, or about one in three, or three in one, about Saints in 
Heaven, or Devils in Hell, has been a false, wicked, and 
mischievous preaching. I am not only ready to dispute 
such a doctrine with any one, or with all your priests, 
but I am prepared to prove to you, that | am equal to such 
a disputation. 

Idolatry may vary in its forms, in its grossness, in ifs 
pretensions; but its purposes and effects have been every 
where alike—to enable a few to live in idleness upon the 
plunder of the many; to degrade the mass of people, as 
you the Catholics are at present, and ever have been, every 
where degraded and brutalized. Renounce your share of 
idolatry, and you will soon begin to feel yourselves a new 
race of beings—you will soon begin to command respect 
from all who now.deride and oppress you. ‘This, I shall 
often repeat it, is YOUR ROAD TO CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION. 
There can be no excusable idolatry, none. useful to the 
multitude; it brings them no benefits, but much pain and 
misery ; therefore, what I ask you to renounce is, an evil, 
to part with whieh will be your gain. 

In saying that all religion is idolatry, my proof is found 
in the fact, that no man knows what he worships. This is 
a proof which every one of you may try upon bimself— 
consider—do you know, have you ever seen or discovered 
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612 THE REPUBLICAN. 


such beings as you fear under the names of Gods, Devils, 
and Saints? You have them painted as pictures, carved as 
statues; but where will you look for the originals of which 
your paintings and sculptures are pretended copies? Look, 
consider. You everywhere see them represented in the form 
of human beings; but this is nothing more than an agreeable 
vanity in Christians: other idolators have figured their idols 
under the character of many different kinds of animals, 
some natural, some monstrous: and, but few of them were 
vain enough to think, that all the powers of the universe 
centered in beings like themselves. 

All that we know of the universe is, that it is matter with- 
out end: we see matter in whatever we can see or conceive, 
and we cannot imagine its absence: we cannot describe a 
vacuum, we cannot define the word—nothing. We see in- 
calculable varieties of matter; for, something not seen be- 
fore is presented to the curious observer every day of his 
life; but we distinguish all under two heads, or fixed and 
fluid matter. Fixed and fluid matter is expressive of all 
that we know of what we call the universe. Fixed 
matter, we distinguish in a variety of figures and quali- 
ties; and fluid matter, though void of figure to the 
human eye, we distinguish also in a variety of qualities. 
But there is another general principle in matter, that what is 
fluid bas a tendency to become fixed; and that whatever is 
fixed, as certainly becomes fluid. Some figures, some sub- 
stances, may remain fixed for many thousand years, many 
million years for what we know; but there is nothing per- 
manently fixed, nothing permanently fluid: ALL Is CHANGE: 
ALL IS ACTION: ALL IS MOTION. 

In fixed matter, there are three distinguishable varieties, 
general in themselves, because each combines many parti- 
culars—-animal matter, vegetable matter, and mineral mat- 
ter. Animal matter refers to every thing that has the 
powers of voluntary motion, in the atmosphere, in water, 
or on the face of the earth: vegetable matter refers to 
whatever grows out of the earth with roots fixed: and mi- 
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neral matler refers to the earth itself, its rocks, its metals, 
its every thing fixed, that does not refer to animal and ve- 
getable. In all these distinctions, whether as general heads, 
or as the particulars of each, we see nothing more in the 
abstract than jluid matter becoming fixed into animal, ve- 
getable, or mineral; or fived matter again evaporating into 
fluid ; each alternately acting upon the other. 

Man, which combines tae whole race of idolators, cutting 
each others throats and incessantly quarrelling about words 
which mean nothing but mischief to themselves, is a parti- 
cular, or one of the particulars, which form the general 
head of animal matier. Animals are distinguished from 
vegetables and minerals, in the capacity to receive sensations, 
and in the faculty to give expression by signs, sounds, and 
other motions, to those sensations. Man is distinguished 
from other animals by a greater capacity to receive and 
communicate seusations, and by a faculty of uttering a va- 
riety of sounds, which constitute what we call speech. 
This greater interchange of sensations, and this faculty of 
speech to express them, lead on to the accumulation of 
what we call mind, and distinguish man from other ani- 
mals as more rational, possessing more knowledge of things. 
This is man in his natural state: but, O ye Catholics! what 
are you? Where is your reason? What advantage have you 
from higher powers of discrimination and rationality ? You, 
among idolators, are a singular instance, that though man 
has faculties superior to any other particular animal, yet, 
as an idolator, he is the most irrational, the most wretched 
of all animals! Let us continue to treat of man in his natural 
state, aud theu you may perhaps see, that he is an epheme- 
ral thing, a mere bubble, fixed as a figure to day, fluid to 
morrow, just like every other kind of matter. This is the 
only course to overthrow your idolatry, to divest you of 
your superstitions, to put you into the right road for Ca- 
THOLIC EMANCIPATION! All other discussion, in or out of 
Parliament, avails you nothing: for, though the Protestants 
begin to be sensible, that they cannot go on much longer as 
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your masters, yet, they will dupe you, as long as they can 
with advantage to themselves. Justice is out of the ques- 
tion: there is no such a thing, as a general principle, among 
Christians: there never was; there never will be; i can 
only exist in a high estate among men free from idolatry 
and purely rational, Shew yourselves disposed to renounce 
your idolatry, and you will soon command justice, as _be- 
tween Catholic and Protestant, you will find the latter cry- 
ing out—Come join us dear Catholics,—beloved fellow 
Christians: come partake of all our gains, and let us 
strengthen ourselves for their protection by union. This 
will be the end of the Mother Church of the Protes- 
tant Establishment. ‘Tbe old bag will change her dress, 
and suit herself to the company of ali dissenting Christians ! 
When each cannot exist without union, all will unite; and 
if you take my advice, you will accelerate this. period. 
The Protestants call your dear Mother Church the SCARLET 
WHORE; but, if whores are most abhorrent from their colour, 
you may well retaliate, and say, that their dear Mother 
Church is a BLACK ONE. 

Look, examine closely, compare, reflect, for I desire no 
readers but such as can do this, and you will see man to be 
nothing more than [ have described him, a passing shadow, 
a figure one moment, extinct as a figure the next. You can 
trace him through life, upon the same principle as you can 
. trace every other animal. See him dead, place him by the 
side of any other dead animal, and you see two lumps of 
motionless animal matter of exact the same quality. Burn 
them, bury them, their end is precisely the same; they were 
born, they have lived, and they have died by the same pro- 
cess and upon the same principle. If the man has been an 
idolator, it can only be said o! him, that he has distorted and 
perverted his rational faculties. However painful may be 
these truths, they are not the less true; and to me, they are 
not painful, but delightful. Trath, like fable, is never more 
or less true for antiquity, never for being perverted or perse- 
cuted, never for being concealed. ‘To write such things as 
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I write, and under circumstances as I write, a man can have 
no motive but a love of propagating truth: a love of fellow 
man: a love of animated nature: a love of all nature. You 
are Catholics, I love you as men, and from that love, I de- 
sire to strip you of those errors which do you harm. For 
this purpose, and for this alone, do I now address you: I 
see you have numerous pretended. friends and advocates ; 
but I do not see one honest and iutelligent man among them. 
Verily, 1 believe, that your grievances and degradations 
have been cherished as a stepping stone for brawling orators 
to move to power aud profitable places! 

The inference of this description of man, as an ordinary 
portion of fixed and fluid matter, for the whole of life is no- 
thing more than a peculiar motion of fluids through that part 
of the body which is fixed, is, that his idolatry is no proof 
that there is such a personified God as he worships; no 
proof that he has a correct knowledge of any thing beyond 
that which is perceptible by his senses. As | have no per- 
ceptions about a personified God, as I cannot find any man 
who communicates with me upon the subject, be be priest or 
be he lay man, who has any such perceptions, I conclude, 
that all that is preached upon the subject is false, and that 
we, who have listened and assented to such preachings, have 
been idolators without examination. No person talks to 
me upon this subject, but he confesses himself an Atheist to 
a personified God ; because, | ask him, if he has any distinct 
perceptions of such a God, and he is compelled to confess 
that he has not. . Could I talk to all men, | would make all 
men confess themselves to be Atheists of this description. I 
am no more of an Atheist than every other person: there 
can be no difference among mankind upon this head. What 
we know, we believe: what we do not know, we cannot be- 
lieve: what we know, we can teach clearly, so as to make 
others see and know the same. ‘Ibis, then, ends my first 
reason for saying, that Christianity, or Roman Catholicism, 
is an ill-founded system, and may be advantageously abro- 
gated. 
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As the whole of your idolatry has its foundation in the 
history of the Jews, and iu books which they present to you, 
it enables us to trace its truth or falsehood historically. Ob- 
jections may be raised, in all physical and metaphysical dis- 
cussions, that we have but little of positive knowledge on 
these matters; but where a ceremony, a system, grows out 
of customs relating to history, as far as we have records, we 
can safely examine its origin. 

The Jews present us with a series of books which they call 
sacred, and nothing but falsehood has yet been held sacred 
by the mass of mankind: in these books, they fix the exist- 
ence of their forefathers as a nation in Judea many centuries 
before the Babylonian Captivity: in fact, so romantic is this 
romance, that, in it, we are told, that a personified God cre- 
ated all the universe, for the purpose of forming a nation of 
Jews, on a confined and barren spot, to be alike bis chosen 
people and the contempt of all other people, to exterminate 
a few tribes and to be exterminated or expelled from this 
barren land of promise in their turn! Pretty amusement for 
a God! But this is like the Gods! they have sadly disgraced 
mankind! their express images! their parts and parcels! 
But, will you, Roman Catholics, will your Priests, your 
Bishops, your Cardinals, your Pope, be so good to give me 
a reason why this sacred narration of divine work, this pre- 
tended history of the Jews, is unsupported by all other histo- 
ry, either authentic or fabulous? Why was one of the most 
barren spots of the earth, between the arctic and antarctic 
circles, called a land of promise that floweth with milk and 
honey, unless it were to prove, that the pretensions of the 
Jews and their sacred books were an old standing jest, and, 
a burlesque upon their notions of being God’s chosen peo- 
ple? ° : 

Now, attend Roman Catholics, whilst I tell you, that we 
have not the least proof, that the Jews ever lived on the spot 
now called Judea, before they were colonized, as stated in 
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. We have a fair inference 
that these books develope some truths as to the history of the 
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Jews; for, we find a near approach to it through the medium 
of other history; but, we have not an atom of proof about 
Jews or sacred books, before the Babylonian Captivity. 
This fact, of itself, is equal to the overthrow of both Chris- 
tianity and Judaism The history of Egypt knows nothing 
of such a people as the Jews before the Babylonian Captivi- 
ty: the history of Phenicia, the very neighbourhood of Ju- 
dea, as much so as Lancashire is to Wales, knows nothing of 
Jews before that period: the history of Greece knows no- 
thing of such a people as the Jews before the same period ; 
and had the Jews existed as a nation in Judea, before the 
Babylonian Captivity, some of the Grecian Islands must 
have been to it what Ireland is to Wales. I cannot conceive 
a more powerful proof of the romantic nature of the Jew 
Books; of the bad foundation of their and your superstition. 
Can you read this and still be idolators, still refuse to en- 
quire into the particulars of the facts which | am now stating ? 
If you can—go on to suffer what you are now suffering. I[ 
have done my duty: [ have done my part towards CaTHo- 
LIC EMANCIPATION. 

The next point is, that history affords no proof of the ex- 
istence of such a person as your personified Man-God—Je- 
sus Christ. Weadmitthe existence of Jerusalem, as the me- 
tropolis of Judea, and the seat of government to the Jews, 
up to the period of which we read in the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah: from that period, there must be a history of Je- 
rusalem; but that history knows nothing of what is stated 
about a Jesus Christ, his disciples, and apostles, in the books 
which you call the New Testament. Philo and Josephus, 
two Jews, who must have been cotemporary with some of 
the scenes described in the New Testament, had such scenes 
ever passed as stated, who were two elaborate writers and 
describers of sects and passing scenes, make no ‘nention of 
any thing, that, in the least degree, tends to corroborate the 
history of the alleged origin of Christianity. A system 
called Christianity does exist: books called the New Testa- 
ment, descriptive of the alleged origin of Christianity, do 
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exist; we can trace this system and these books back to a, 
certain period, and as existing at a certain place; but An- 
tioch is that place, and the earliest period, not within the 
first of the eighteen centuries, attributed as the age of Chris- 
tianity. We can trace nothing of the kind to Jerusalem, 
which was destroyed thirty years before the name of Chris- 
tian stands recorded. ‘These are pure matters of history, 
not of doctrines, and, if neither Jews nor Christians can be 
found to disprove my statement, what will you say? will 
you not acknowledge, that I have shewn you the right road 
to CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION? Will you not confess that 
Christianity is altogether an ill-founded system ? 

In asking what benefit your religion is to you, I bave 


_merely to point to your degraded condition, to say that it 


is none. Look at yourselves, particularly in Ireland: look 
at Spain and Portugal—look at the whole of Italy, and say, 
if you can any where discern a single benefit arising from 
the Roman Catholic or any other religion. You know, or 
if you do not, you ought to know, that the earth yields all 
her fruits as well without as with the prayers of your priests. 
They may pray for rain, or pray for drought; but neither 
the one nor the other comes at their prayers. The weather, 
the seasons, are all regulated, not by the design of any being, 
bit by the motions of the planetary system; and, in some 
measure, the weather, by the accumulation or dispersion of 
different kinds of fiuid matter, by the prevalence of particu- 
cular winds, which, to your senses, are fluid matter;. and to 
shew you how they act upon fixed matter, it is only neces- 
sary to refer, you to your own doors and windows, or to any 
light and moveable thing out of doors. 

Since, then, the prayers of the priest cannot benefit you, 
do you not see how much injury they do you, in grasping so 
much of your produce? It requires more of your pradence 
to support the priests, than to support the army, and navy, 
and other machinery of government altogether. The army 
and navy, at least, form something like securities against in- 
vasion by foreign powers; but what kind: of security doth 
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,the priesthood afford? Can you remind me of any one ad- 
vantage that the priestho d brings you? | declare to you, 
that 1 can discover nothing of the kind. Your priests have 
no more influence with the powers of matter or of what they 
call God than you have: they know nothing more about it 
tban you do: all they know is, that they can live in luxuri- 
ant idleness at your expence by practising a few tricks and 
deceptions upon you. You positively pay for your own 
degradation; for were the capital which you pay to, and 
which is produced by, the unproductive priest, left in your 
hands, as a capital to work upon, the difference in the state 
of your living, of your possessions, of your knowledge, of 
every thing that would be delightful to you, is indescribable; 
for mankind have no where yet, to our knowledge, had a fair 
trial, to see to what a state of happiness they may attain, by 
unremitting virtue and industry. THE ROBBER PRIEST, THE 
ROBBER KING, OR SOME OTHER ROBBER TYRANT, HAS PREY- 
ED UPON THEM EVERY WHERE. 

‘Every where bave they been, and still are, the dupes of 
their more cunning fellows: and this sort of human knave- 
ry beggars a thousand to support one in idleness. If we 
could but reform this thousandth man, or ourselves so as to 
put him down, make him work, make him, too, get an ho- 
nest living, the face of the earth would wear a very different 
appearance to what it does at present, and then you would 
have attained CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION. 

Itis urged against you, that, whenever, asa sect, you have 
held power, you have persecuted all other sects. ‘This, to be 
sure, is a respectable argument from men who are persecut- 
ing you, because they have power; who have persecuted, 
as a sect, all other sects, as virulently as ever Catholics could 
have done; and who continued so to do, until they were 
themselves afraid of overthrow, by a combination of sects 
against them; but, as persuasives against persecution, like 
flashes of truth, are every where useful, I will say a few 
words to you upon that subject. 

Persecution for matters of opinion proves one of two 
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things mostclearly—that ‘he persecutors are equally, or, more | 
ignorant, than the persons persecuted. All opinions are the 
result of that degree of knowledge, a knowledge of those 
things by which we are surrounded, and as a part of which 
we move and have our being, to which the individual thinker 
has attained. No reflecting, no sensible person, bas any 
controul over his opinions: he is necessitated to receive those 
mental impressions, to which the facts and conclusions of 
his enquiry lead him. Not to enquire into such facts, is to 
pass the life of an irrational animal: to enquire, and to be 
persecuted for enquiry, constitutes the acme of wickedness 
on the part of a persecutor, and is an evident arraignment of 
the disposition of that creating power which bas given us the 
faculty to enquire, so as to distinguish right from wrong, truth 
from falsehood, knowledge from ignorance. 

All differences of opinion being a difference in the compa- 
rative amount of knowledge among the disputing parties, it 
follows, that the individual of superior attainments will ne- 
ver persecute those beneath him—he will pride himself ‘in 
exhibiting a superiority, in inviting the most fair discussion, 
and, in instructing, in explaining the errors of those who 
cannot yet concur with himin sentiment. They are yet the 
ignorant alone, who seek to enforce opinions by rule, and to 
make their own defects the standard for the minds of others. 
The whole of nature is free, every thing permitted to act, as 
far as it can act, for its individual, its identical preservation 
and improvement: the principle is seen by the philosopher, 
even in non-intellectual matter, in its powers of attraction 
and repulsion, of sympathy and antipathy, of affinity and ir- 
relation :—how else does the vegetable absorb its proper nu- 
triment from the midst of surrounding poisons? how else do 
the very minerals concrete those surfaces which are the 
most congenial to their preservation and enlargement ? how 
else do the most irrational animals sustain themselves and 
offspring by searching for proper sustenance? And shall 
man, the highest being in the scale of animal intelligence; 
shall man, who claims for himself that distinction, of being 
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the only rational animal; sball man be denied that latitude 
of improvement in condition and character, in mind and bo- 
dy, in health and strength, which the less rational animal, 
the very brute is at liberty to pursue? Where are the rea- 
sons for such restraint? what their benefit to society ? since 
we see a successive improvement in all that is delightful to 
man arise from the conflict of genius, and the grand, the de- 
sirable, the incessant competition of ability, in its struggle, 
its most laudable struggle, for superiority. 

As well might our ancestors have forbidden us the use of 
chimnies and windows, because they had not discovered the 
advantages of them: as well might they have legislated to 
constrain us to wear the unsheared and untanned skins of 
beasts, because they had not discovered the means of weav- 
ing the wool into cloth and of tanning the skin into leather: 
as well might they have forbidden us to receive the Chris- 
tian religion itself, because its first revelation was not made 
to their most early ancestors. If this principle of the right 
to intradict opinion, to intradict all inquiry, all improve- 
ment, be set up, to what point shall we retreat as a matter 
of justification? Our forefathers were as virtuous iu their 
ways and customs as ourselves: the Druids among the an- 
cient Britons were as sincerely devout in their human sacri- 
fices as the Christian priests in the administration of their sa- 
craments: say then, asa matter of conscience, shall we pro- 
ceed to improve as our fathers have done before us, or shall 
we, from a veneration for antiquity, and an antipathy to 
discoveries, to changes, return to Druidism and human sa- 
crifices, as the first known system of religion to have been | 
practised in this Island? Make your choice—will you pro- 
ceed to the acquisition of all the advantages of civilization, 
accumulate the benign and humanizing delights of the ever- 
improving and to-be-improved arts and sciences, or return 
to the barbarism of past ages, by the interdiction of change, 
and by persecutions for matters of opinion ? 

As it is supposed that you claim an infallibility for your 
church, that no other can be right, and that all must come 
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back to what you are, or, asa sect, have been, I have thrown 
out a few hints, to shew, that you must not expect such a 
thing. You are as much in error as any other sect; and 
were it not that you are now in this country, and in Ireland, 
a persecuted sect, [ shoula, in this address, have dealt out a 
severe measure of reprobation and ridicule upon your forms 
and ceremonies—tenets, you are not allowed, nor do I un- 
derstand that you claim them. Whoever has examiued the 
origin and progress of the Christian religion cannot fail to 
see, that, from its rise to this day, it has been an uniform sys- 
tem of extravagant imposture upon the senses of an ignorant 
multitude which had not the capacity to ratiocinate and re- 
flect upon the matter. Do not imagine that your saints, 
your fathers of the Catholic Church, were a body of reputa- 
ble and learned men: some of them might have been moral 
characters; but the major part of them can only rank among 
the veriest quacks and iimpostors that have infested the earth. 
Dr. Middleton, in his ** Free Inquiry” into the miraculous 
powers of your church, has proved, incontestibly, that the 
first miracle-workers were a set of vagrants who attended 
fairs and public spectacles, and who could never be made to 
attempt any tricks but upon the most ignorant of the people 
who resorted to such places. ‘There are similar vagrants to 
this day, every where in Europe. The trade of miracle- 
working was then seized by the priests, as one on which they 
had a peculiar claim, which was peculiarly suited to give 
them influence over an ignorant people, and, that influence 
having been discovered, the laity were no longer allowed to 
exercise, to conjure, or to play their usual tricks, under the 
pretensions of supernatural power. Such was the origin of 
miracle-working in the Christian Church, and the preten- 
sions of your Prince Hohenlohe are nothing superior. 
Where we are ignorant of the processes, the phenomena of 
nature are wonderful to us all; but there is nothing mitracu- 
lous, as far as the word defines a perversion of the course 
of Nature. There is no power above, nor that can act 
in Opposition to the processes of Nature. The priests 
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impose upon your ignorance, cry—a miracle! and 
whilst you are staring with surprise, their hands are 
in your pockets. Lay it down as a common principle 
in your minds, that all men whom you see living in 
idleness; or not by any useful occupation, must be living 
upon the produce of those who do labour; that their so liv- 
ing must diminish the means of those who do labour and 
produce the necessaries of life, and that every particle of 
such a system is an upholding of the idle rogue at the ex- 
pence of the honest aud industrious labourer. Reason from 
this most correct principle, and you will soon begin to rea- 
son rightly, as to the worth of the different men whom you 
see buzzing about you. ‘Take the priest for an instance. 
You will say—The priest! why he preaches and prays for 
us every week, marries us, christens our children, and buries 
us when dead; and if the priest did not do this for us, to 
whom should we look to have itdone? The fact is, that no- 
thing of the kind is necessary to be done; nothing of the kind 
produces you the slightest advantage; whilst it is a perpetu- 
al weekly tax that deprives you of many of the comforts of 
life. You are nothing the better for the preaching, the 
praying, the marrying, the Christening, or the burying by 
the priest. You have to pay for it, at every point, and to 
waste much time to attend; butafter wasting your timeand 
your money, you cannot conceive that you have gained a 
single advantage by it, that prudence in your own conduct 
would not have otherwise brought. These things all arise 
out of customs, and these customs have been prescribed, in 
the first instance, by the priests, as a source of profit to them- 
selves, not to you. You are brought into life by your pa- 
rents, and the business of life is to be happy—you cannot 
find uniform happiness but in uniform virtue; and that vir- 
tue consists in pursuing that line of conduct which will con- 
fer the greatest amount of happiness upon the greatest num- 
ber of persons. This point in principle may be easily at- 
tained, if you will but make observations upon the effects 
that your conduct produces upon yourselves and upon 
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others. Whatever good a man fairly accumulates to him- 
self, it can scarcely fail to become a source of good to many 
others; therefore, it follows, that virtue does not require any 
abstinence from the comforts of life that are productive of 
good; it only requires that you shall not unjustly benefit or 
gratify yourself at the expence of another. Thus, the priest 
is not justified in benefitting or gratifying himself at your ex- 
pence; because, you cannot see, nor can he shew, that he 
affords you an equivalent in return, for the property which 
he draws from you. 

Any union between man and woman, as husband and 
wife, cannot be improved by the priest, if the couple be vir- 
tuous. It was once a law in this country, to make a mutu- 
al promise before a magistrate; and even if it were done 
simply in the presence of parents, or friends, the bond would 
soon be rendered equally valid by custom, by the moral 
power which the members of society beneficially exercise 
over each other. The church ceremony, the interference of 
the priest, is an idle ceremony, that does not benefit, but in- 
jures you, as far as you have to pay for it. 

Among the major part of mankind, at this day, and 
throughout time past, marriage is constituted by a simple 
consent among the parties and their friends. Going to the 
church and hearing a few sentences muttered by a priest 
neither makes it more solemn, nor more virtuous. The ques- 
tion of subsequent binding is a question of law; and laws, 
we know, can be made without the aid of the priests. 

Let us suppose a couple married, virtuously married, with- 
out the aid of the priest, or any kind of church ceremony, 
merely, by the force of their mutual love, and the consent of 
parents and friends: such a happy couple, if in good health, 
will have children spring from their union. A child born, 
what need is there of a Christening or Baptism? What be- 
nefit can a priest confer upon a yet senseless infant? Chris- 
tenings or Baptisms of infants are not older than Christiani- 
ty, nor so old, and the custom arose from the abhorrent rite 
of circumcision among the Jews. You would shudder at 
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circumcision if proposed—and why? simply because it is 
not acustom among you as Christians. A Jewish parent 
would shudder at the thought of neglecting it—and why? 
simply because it is a custom among Jews. “Now, here you 
may see, that custom makes all the difference: and, if cir- 
cumcision were morally or physically necessary to a Jewish 
infant, it would be so to a Christiau and every other infant: 

if Christening or baptism were morally and physically ne- 
cessary to a Christian infant, it would be so to a Jewish, 

and to every other infant. This also is an idle and expen- 
sive ceremony ; whilst the infant and the mother -are often 
both injured in health, by the preparation, and by going to 
and waiting in the cold church, to go through the ceremony. 

This latter case applies more particularly to a newly deli- 
vered woman having to make the church the place of her 
first visit after child ‘birth. ‘This is a bad custom, in itself, 
and has brought many a virtuous woman to a premature 
grave. 

Then as to burial: when a body is dead, the Priest, or any 
other person, cannot benefit it. All that was either agree- 
able or useful to the living has become extinct, and, in that 
particular identy, has for ever ceased to exist. Itis a by- 
gone delight, to which we must all submit in our turn, and, 
unwholesome grief, or an interference of the Priest, is as 
vicious as itis unnecessary. Friends, among themselves, may 
commit a body to a grave, as well without as with the in- 
terference of the Priest You would get none of his assistance 
were there not a fee arising for attendance. It is now ase- 
rious expence to bury a dead body, which, by right, should 
only consist of a shilling for a grave digger, if such a_per- 
son be employed. ‘To. expeud a heavy sum on a funeral, is 
more like burying the money, or other property, than the 
extinct body ofa friend. There is not even decency in a 
splendid funeral; instead of mourning for, it isa mockery 
of the dead body. ‘The most plain and least offensive mode 
of disposing of the body, is that which good sense and the 
welfare of the living call for. 

If I could but get you to think upon these matters, I 
would soon bring you to the end of the right road to Ca- 
THOLIC EMANCIPATION. ‘The King may say he has an Irish, 
a Catholic heart. Canning may ‘pledge his good wishes, 
Plunkett may solemnly affirm his zeal in your cause, whilst 
he is carrying double, or playing with two sticks upon 
one fiddle, O’Connel may collect your pence to the ex- 
teat of £50,000, in a year! But all willend in your delu- 
No, 19, Vol. IX. 
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sion, until you assume and exhibit a moral power that shall 
command CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION. ‘The Protestants have 
as much need of emancipation as you have, and when both 
are emancipated, you will be surprised to perceive, that you 
are vol natural enemies, that you are animals of the same 
species, that there is no morat difference between you, that 
when you cease to be CHRISTIANS, [DOLATORS, FOOLS, you 
will cordially embrace and unite as FELLOW MEN. Even 
Lord Eldon, your old and bitter enemy, will drop all his 
opposition towards you as Catholics, if you will shew a dis- 
position to join with me and to pursue the path which I will 
chalk for you. The ignorantly bigoted Robert Peel will 
become the advocate of Catholic-Emancipation, the mo- 
ment you shew a disposition to emancipate yourselves from 
Catholicism. I, as an individual, locked up in a Gaol, cau 
strike more terror into the hearts of those two obstinately 
bad and ignorant men, than all your Catholic Associ- 
ations, than all your priesthood, aristocracy and democracy 
put togetber: and why? simply because I am free from 
all delusion:—simply, because I can free others from 
delusion: because, | can teach you, that the best way to 
get rid of protestant tyranny is, to begin reform at home, 
and to shake off tbat Catholic tyranny which fetters your 
very minds. This is the road to CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION, 
Follow me, and | will stake my life on the result, which is 
all I can stake, if 1 do not bring you to the Goal you de- 
sire within four years: FREEDOM FROM ALL PROTESTANT 
RESTRAINT. 

I desire, most solemnly to impress upon your minds, that 
I address you asa friend, aud not as an enemy. You will 
be told that | am an enemy, that I seek to do yoa harm, 
that I desire to obstruct that (hopeless) cause of yours which 
the Protestant and other advocates of Catholic Emancipa- 
tion have in hand. But be assured, my fellow men, that I 
AM NOT THE ENEMY OF ANY HONEST MAN: that I oppose 
myself to none but WICKED MEN, THE TYRANTS OF THE 
KARTH. 

You will be told, that Iam an Atheis/, that I do not be- 
lieve in God or Devil: but when so told, ask the person 
what the word Atheist means. If it be answered, that it is 
a disbelief of, or an opposition to God; ask what is meant, 
by the word God, to which I am opposed, and in which I can- 
not believe. If the person can give you a clear and satis- 
factory answer, so as to shew you that a personified God 
does exist, to whom J am opposed; then treat me with con- 
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tempt, or rather, pily me asa blind creature. But, I boldly 
tell you, that no such a personified God does, or ever has 
existed, and that, upon the coustruction which you and 
others put upon the word Atheist, no such a character as 
an Atheist ever existed. We call each other by abhorrent 
names, because we do not apply the same ideas to the same 
words. Were we less ignorant, we should not abuse our- 
selves, and each other, by offensive names and idle words. 

I have deeply, and for myself, seriously, enquired into 
what the Priests are incessantly preaching to us about God, 
and I declare to you, that | have discovered them to be 
either in gross error, or to be rank impostors. Were it true, 
that such a God existed as they preach, tbe fact would be 
alike comprehensible to all; but now, the moment a serious 
man begins to examine the matter, he finds it all a juggle, a 
trade on which bad and idle men thrive. What, in the 
early part of this address, | bave explained to you about 
matter, is descriptive of the state, condition, and character 
of the universe: or ull that we can conceive to exist about 
us. If lerrin judgment; recollect, that learned men should 
instruct, should answer, should show something nearer truth, 
more plausible, and not abuse me: if you find that they 
abuse me, then, conclude that I am their superior, both as 
a moral and a learned man. _ 

1 have fairly examined the whole of the existing or known 
history of the Jews and the Christians, this isa ground upon 
which no well disposed man can refuse to enter, and | pro- 
claim, that the Bible is not corroborated by any one histo- 
rical fact, as far as it relates to the situation, and condition, 
and character of the Jews before the Babylonian Captivity. 
This defect in the bible, as a history, overthrows every 
other preteusion that is laid upon it. In tracing the history 
of the earliest known nations, we find traces of similar tales 
to those found in the Bible, and it is a fair conclusion, that 
the Jews, who were never known to exist as a nation that 
could defend itself against its neighbours, borrowed those 
tales from their more powerful neighbours, to whom they 
were continually either captives or tributary, rather than, 
that, the powerful conquerors should have borrowed, adopt- 
ed, and incorporated with their history, the traditionary 
tales of their captives and slaves. We have every desirable 
proof, that the earth, on which we have our identity, is a 
thousand times older than the Bible makes it; and that 
proof is found on the surface of the earth itself, as relating 
to the sciences of Astronomy and Geology. 
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The history of Christianity affords no proof that such a 
person as Jesus Christ ever existed. We trace it to the year 
100, and all that we can trace before that time, are symp- 
toms, that the first Christians fabricated a new mythology 
upon the fragments of some older ones, upon some astro- 
nomical personifications of facts, such as planetary pro- 
gressions, periods of time, and the experience of the past. 
‘The process of language, the change from one to another 
kind, which we see to be common not only with mankind, 
as to their characters and conditions, but with all existing 
visible things, renders this conclusion plausible: other proofs 
or certainties we have none. 

I have challenged all the priests in this country to over- 
throw my conclusions: they shrink from all contest with 
me: and their conduct is an inference, a fair proof that I 
am right, and that they cannot defend themselves. In ad- 
dressing you as Catholics, I pow challenge your whole body, 
or any one of them, Priests or not, to shew that my state- 
ments to you are erroneous. If they cannot—can you he- 
sitate to follow me and to pursue my road to CATHOLIC 
EMANCIPATION ? 


RICHARD CARLILE. 








TO MR. CARLILE. 





Sir, April 24, 1824. 
Ir is surprizing and curious to observe, how thin a partition 
sometimes intercepts our vision. In your Republican of 
April 16th inst. page 487, in a note on my letter of Feb. 
27th, you say “let him explain what intellect is in the 
absence of matter.” This, Sir, is not necessary. Suppose 
you were the only being in existence—suppose there was 
no matter, no substance, but that of which you were composed, 
or that which you call, yourself—suppose you had the power 
not only to move but to dispose of yourself or substance as you 
thought fit, that is to alter your form, and to change your 
substauce from dense to rare, and from rare to dense, in 
fact to do what you pleased, and be what you willed; how 
would you class yourself? Dead matter, intellect, or spirit?? 


' This is putting a case for which there is no analogy in nature, nothing 
known to be like it; therefore, proves nothing, and is unjustifiable as an 
argument. 


R. C. 
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I should say you were an intellectual being. And all 
beings composed by you (supposing you possessed such 
composing power) must necessarily consider you as such; 
they could not consider matter your essential; they must 
consider intellect to be so, since they.must see that intellect 
is the highest or disposing power; hence it is obvious, if we 
could do it, it is not necessary to explain what intellect is 
in the absence of matter. This needs only application. 
Take your system of matter as the all, and say it obeys cer- 
tain laws—they must be laws of its own imposing, for there 
exists nothing above or beyond ALL to impose them, 
at the same time that elective motion is vitality, the more 
perfect or higher degree of which vitality we call in- 
tellect®. 

| have further to observe, that your mite-y note is very 
infelicitous. You wish to draw me into the dilemma, that 
if mites have intellect, milk, as their means of production, must 
have intellect; but, iu this, Sir, you have failed. I have, and 
do lay it down as an axiom, that the first cause, must be equal 
to the last effect; that is, if the last effect is intellectual, the 
first cause must be so, but that every intermediate means, 
or cause must be so is absurd. Or, | say, that the first and 
only cause must be equal to every means and every effect; 
and I add, that every means must be adequate to its end; 
but not that every end or means are equal to the cause, or 
even that every end is equal to, or similar to its means. 

You say: “ Does the cheese, the rotting cheese, produce 
the vital and intellectual mites with or without design; with 
or without intellect? Or can the cherubim make mites by 
avy other process than the productive powers of rotten 
cheese?” I shall answer this more seriously than asked, by 
asking, do you think your pew is intellectual because it 
wrote this question down*? You say no, the instrument 
used can of itself produce nothing. But could you convey 

? No, not laws imposed: but a quality resulting from character or a 


capacity to move and mingle; but not by elective motion: therefore, 
not that vitality which distinguishes what we call intellect. 
R. C. 


% No, no! I shewed by the case of the milk, cheese and mites, that 
intellect can arise from non-intellectual matter. 


R. C. 

* No, ny pen can do nothing of itself; but cheese produces mites with- 
out human aid or interference. The Dairy Maid has no intent, no desire 
to make mites when she makes cheese, nor can I believe, that there is a 
great intelligent Cherubim amusing himself in making mites to no pur- 
pose. 


R. C. 
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this meaniug of your mind to me without possessing that 
meaning in your own mind first? You say no. Can you 
project the existence, or can the existence of intellectual 
mites be projected without intent? You say no. But can 
they exist without projection and without intent? Aye! 
there is the difficulty say you, that is the problem to be 
solved. But I say, that, to me, it is no difficulty, and yet 
I assume but common powers of mind. | say, if they 
exist without intent, they exist without cause®, which 
is impossibile; it is impossible but that the originating, or 
primary cause must be equal to the end, or effect; and as 
that end is intellectual, the intellect and the intent must be 
apparent of such cause. This truth impressed firmly in 
your min?, you will discover that rotten cheese is but the 
appointed medium®, or means of production and support. 
The improvements in science and philosophy have confirm- 
ed and established the ancient important maxim that nothing 
can produce nothing’; but your system runs counter to all 
sciepce and philosophy; you not only contend that the effect 
can exceed the cause, which is hostile to that maxim; you 
also contend there is no cause of any thing; that all is pro- 
duced from nothing, when you contend that matter is pas- 
sive, which you do when you take from it voluntary mc- 

tion®; subjectiou, Sir, without superiority, is absurdity 9. 

Yours respectfully, 

J. BE. C. 
* This is wholly an erroneous inference. I wear out my pen by writing: 
the cause is the friction upon the paper, and not my intent; for had my 


intel'ect discretion, the pen should never waste nor want repair. So here 


is a cause with intent. ‘The same principle applies to whatever we wear 
and consume. 


R. C, 

® By whom or by what appointed. 
R. C. 
7 Let J. E. C. compare this axiom with the subject of my first note. 
R. C. 


* If motion produces change, as I argue; why is not involuntary mo- 


tion equal to voluntary motion? It is the motion and not the circumstance 
of being voluntary or involuntary that produces the change. 
Oe 
® Yes, the very assertion is an absurdity. 


R. C. 





GENERAL NOTICE. 


MY correspondent, J. FE. C., will stand more beating than 
acherubim. [I bave beaten him from every point upon which 
he has appeared, and still 1 cannot raise up an acknow- 
ledgement that he yet possesses a particle of the best sort of 
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iutellect. I question, if he would so struggle, if he were 
fairly before the public with name and person known. An 
anonymous correspondent can take liberty aud sport witha 
public question, in a manner, of which he would be asham- 
ed, if known: therefore, I shall certainly close the corres- 
pondence as far as it is desired to be continued anonymously 
on one side. 

J. E. C. has not only failed to shew any thing of the cor- 
rectness of the principle for which he contends; but I have 
gone beyond the defensive position, I have done more than 
ask questions, I have disproved by references to facts, all 
his assumptions. J have proved that intellect isa quality of 
organized matter that can spring from non-intellectual mat- 
ter; and that the first principle of matter is nou-intellec- 
tual, and the production of intellect but a secondary princi- 
ple, or effect: one of the courses of constant change. 


R. C. 








TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


Sunderland, May 10, 1824, 
of the Christian Hypo 
PersecuTeD FeyLow Citizen, _ thesis. 
A Few friends to the cause of free discussion in this town and 
neighbourhood, beg your acceptance of the enclosed sum of £1. 
4s., not for the purpose of paying your unjust fines, but to assist 
you in keeping up the circulation of your invaluable publications. 
Your friends, here, heard with the most heartfelt satisfaction, 
your determination not to pay one shilling of your abominable 
fines. ¥ 
We assure you, that our heads are completely cleared of all 
superstitious notions respecting heaven, hell, Gods, Devils, Ghosts, 
and all the rest of the priestly humbug. We are determined to 
believe nothing on supposition, being fully convinced, that nothing 
makes mankind more miserable than the delusive stuff taught by 
Christianity. 
That you may live to triumph over your inhuman persecutors is 
the sincere wish of your fellow citizen, on behalf of the subscri- 


bers. 
JOHN BAXTER. 

J.C. 1 0 Joseph Collingwood 0 6 
J. $. 1 0 John Hay 1 0 
John Baxter 2 0 A Republican 2 0 
Robert Mitchel 1 0 John Lowe 0 6 
A Trinitarian 1 0 M‘Lush and Jobling, Shields 2 0 
John Barras 1 0 














Ee _ = 





- ——s 





ope ess See ef 
4 . - 


a ee CN - Sa — 
oo ea ae Hee = noe =F S 
‘? ps - = = =. "= Re aa i = 





632 THE REPUBLICAN. 


Stella. 
John Emerson 1 0 Stephen Robinson 2 6 
Thoinas Fawcet 1 0 


West Rainton. 


Alexander Burbeck, to be W. Hodgson 1 0 
equally divided between Ralph Brown 1 0 
R. Carlile, W. Tunbridge, John Goldiand 1 0 


and Mrs. Wright 3 0 





TO MR. JOHN BAXTER, SUNDERLAND. 





Dorchester Gaol, May 12, year 1824 

CITIZEN, of him who never existed. 
Arter thanking those friends in your neighbourhood, who are 
well wishers to the cause of free discussion, for their support, 
I shall make this answer the medium of communicating to 
you and other friends, that prosecutions for the publication of 
Paine’s Age of Reason, and Palmer’s Principles of Nature, are 
not entirely dropped. ‘The shop, 84, Fleet Street, was opened 
with a determination to have open sale, and with something of 
an assurance, that the managers of the national theatre, the exist- 
ing Government is nothing better than a theatrical trick and ac- 
tion, had seen the folly and inutility of all such prosecutions. No- 
thing has been there sold privately, tomy knowledge. One shop- 
man, William Campion, has openly delivered whatever was asked 
for, and there for sale, throughout eight months. Of Paine’s 
Theological Works and Palmer’s Principles of Nature, he must 
have nearly averaged the sale of one thousand of each; and lo! 
for the thousandth copy, as if the thing was a novelty, or the 
Government had been asleep, in steps the messenger of the Soli- 
citor to the treasury with a warrant of arrest. Now really, this 
is contemptible work for a Government, and a contemptible set 
of men that can so work, as the members of a Government. 

I find the following report in the papers of Campion’s appear- 
ance at the 


GUILDHALL. 


Own Saturday, William Campion, who was the day before appre- 
hended upon a warrant obtained against him by the Solicitor to 
the Treasury for selling Paine’s Age of Reason, and Palmer’s 
Principles of Nature, was brought before Alderman Thorp. The 
Solicitor to the Treasury attended during the examination. : 

Thomas Drummond, of 30, Lisson Grove, a Bow Street Patrol, 
stated, that, on Wednesday the 5th instant, he went to 84, Fleet 
Street, over the door of which “ Carlile’s ” name was written. 
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Witness asked for Palmer’s Principles of Nature, which was im- 
mediately served to’ him by the Defendant. Witness then asked 
for Paine’s Age of Reason, which was also readily handed to him. 
For the first he gave 2s. and for the last he paid 4s. The Defen- 
ant told him, that if he would take half a dozen copies, a discount 
of 25 per cent. should be allowed. 

Mr. Litchfield, a gentleman who holds a situation in the Treasu- 
ry, at, the request of the Solicitor, read several passages from 
Paine’s Age of Reason, to prove that the work was a blasphemous 
libel. He believed those passages to contain prophane and impi- 
ous libels against the Christian religion. Carlile had been con- 
victed for selling copies of the same. 

Defendant.—Allow me to ask you by what principles you prove 
those passages to be blasphemous libels, and what is a blasphe- 
mous libel? 

Witness.—I shall answer you willingly. I conceive a denial of 
the divinity of Christ, and calling Christ an impostor, is blasphe- 
my. 
Defendant.—Very good, Sir; but where do you find those 
things in Paine? 

Witness.—All through the work the same spirit of disbelief and 
contempt is exhibited. It is impossible not to see it in every 
page. 

Defendant:—Aye, Aye, you judge rather from what has alrea- 
dy been said upon the subject in Courts of Justice, than from your 
own unprejudiced impression. 

Alderman Thorp then ordered the Defendant to find bail to 
answer the offence, himself in £80. and two sureties in £40. each. 
The Solicitor for the Treasury stated to the Defendant, that he had 
sent to enquire after the bail which he (Defendant) had named 
the day before, and had ascertained that Mr. Ellis, whose name 
had been given as one of the sureties, would not consent to become 
bail. The Defendant was then taken to the Compter in default of 
bail. 

New Times, May 10. 


I have many young friends who will be glad to see the renewal 
of prosecutions, being anxious to figure under them, as a matter 
of improvement and distinction, as well as a matter of principle 
and for the better propagation of the best principles. I have never 
seen Campion; but I feel assured, from corresponding with him, 
that he will make an excellent defence, and play his part. well. 
Mr. Litchfield, who belongs to the office of the Solicitor to the 
Treasury, says, that a denial of the divinity of Christ is blasphemy. 
Campion should have followed up the question by asking him 
what was blasphemy. The law defines nothing by this word. It 
seems, that the Statute, 53, of George the Third, which allows the 
Trinity to be impugned in any manner, is to be worked as a private 
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bill, though it proclaims itself to be public. The practice of the courts 
is the most abominable mockery of Christianity that can be conceived; 
it is real blasphemy. It says, that none shall be lawfully allowed to 
deny the divinity of Christ, but those who call themselves Unitarian 
Christians! whichis, in effect, an allowable derision of Christianity, if 
we will but consent to preserve the designation of Christians! 
Such is the practice of the Courts. The fact is, that this thing 
called Christianity is so evidently a juggle, that you cannot touch 
it for examination, in the slightest manner, without exposing the 
fraud: and the step which was gained upon it, by the passing of 
the Unitarian Bill, has made the administration of the law a 
heap of contradictions. There is nothing in the history of the 
past, relating to mythology, so traly ridiculous as the conduct, of 
the Christians in England within the last ten years: there is no- 
thing so barefacedly shameles and foolhardy. 

No person can be better pleased than I am at this new prosecution. 
I have some new modes of defence. The next Jury shall be shewn 
that there are no historical grounds to believe that such a person as 
Jesus Christ ever existed. We will not blaspheme Jesus Christ: we 
will not say a word against Christians or Christianity : we will only 
say that all arises from historical error. Probably, it may not be 
unlawful blasphemy to say that there are errors in history. We 
will not say a word against the Jews or Jew Books; but we may 
be allowed “ decorously” to say, that there is no proof, that 
the Jews ever existed, as a nation, in Judea before the Babylo- 
nian Captivity; and that Judea never was a type of Paradise. 
We will not say that Jesus Christ was an impostor: such an as- 
sertion must be a falsehood, if no such person ever lived. The 
Virgin Mary might truly have been a virgin, if no such a child 
was born from her body; and though Joseph the carpenter might 
have dreamed that he had been crim. con’ned by an angel, or 
ghost, if it was but a dream, it accounts well for his bearing it so 
patiently. Every thing is clear upon the defects of the history; 
miracles, every thing said to be done, which incredulous men will 
not believe, are easily explained. We can abolish the scepticism 
of the most sceptical upon this ground and bring all men of one 
mind; which will be the greatest miracle that has yet been per- 
formed. 

Persevere, my friends, we shall as surely triumph over the 
Christicoles, as the Christicoles triumphed over the Gods of the 
Pantheon. 


Your’s in full confidence, 


RICHARD CARLILE. 


THE REPUBLICAN, 


TO MR. CARLILE. 





SIR, London, May I}, 1824. 

I was not a little surprised to receive a visit on Friday last, from 
the City Marshalman, with a warrant for my arrest. I thought we 
had sufficiently instructed them—demonstratively proved to them 
the inutility of their efforts to check the sale of any alleged blas- 
phemous publication. Have they not prosecuted individuals by 
the dozen? Have they not arrested three or four men a week,— 
prosecuted them to conviction? and yet, at no one period has the 
sale of any prosecuted work been discontinued. Why then do 
they still pursue such an hopeless object?’ They must be sheer 
thick-heads, after all they have experienced, if they still suppose 
their power (great as it is) sufficient to smother any publication 
they may deem objectionable. Thanks to the Printing Press! 
that has been the means of diffusing some degree of knowledge 
amongst the inhabitants of this Island. It is by this power, 
shackled as it has been, that a great body of the people have been 
taught their rights as citizens. It is by this power, that men are 
taught to exercise their intellectual faculties, which most particu- 

larly distinguish them from other animals. And it is by this pow- 
er, and this alone, that all dissentions and animosities can be dis- 
pelled,—that man may live with his fellow man, devoid of those 
hateful prejudices which tear the interest, and destroy the happi- 
ness of both. The true source of all persecutions is ignorance; 

they cannot, or will not see, that men may conscientiously differ 
without being criminal. I believe as I do, because I cannot be- 
lieve otherwise, until other systems are shown me to be superior, 
The religious man carries opinions from his cradle, and looks 
upon them with all the majesty of truth; nor can he do otherwise 
until other systems are shown him. How ridiculous is it then to 
bring in the aid of force, which cannot decide for one or the 
other. 

I was taken before Alderman Thorpe on the Saturday, and all 
that gave me surprise, although I have been since told it is cus- 
tomary, was, that a Mr. Litchfield who is represented as holding a 
situation in the Treasury was brought forward to give his opinion 
that the books contained “ blasphemous libels.” Now really this 
Mr. Litchfield is a mighty clever fellow! This sets the matter at 
rest; for he has decidedly sworn that the books contain “ blas- 
phemous libels,” therefore there can be no necessity for a verdict 
froma Jury! But the truth is, he was unacquainted with the con- 
tents of either work, beyond thewritten extracts taken for prosecu- 
tion. When I asked him upon what principle he judged them to 
be blasphemous, he did not answer “ willingly,” as he is made to 
do according to the ‘“‘New Times,” but was evidently unprepared 
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and silent, until Mr. Maule’s Clerk gave him the word, and then 
came out, “‘ To deny the divinity of Christ is blasphemy.” I ask- 
ed him to read a passage from Paine; but he absolutely knew no- 
thing of the contents of the Age of Reason, which he held in his 
hand, and had to refer to the written selections for a passage. 
From that he read an extract from Palmer instead of Paine, where 
the former says: ‘“‘ Moses, Mahomet, and Jesus were impostors, 
&c.” This gave rise to my question of, but where will you find 
that in Paine? This, Sir, I think is a sufficient proof of how com- 
petent he was to prove the works contained ‘“ blasphemous 
libels.” 

I think I should have been released the same day (Saturday) 
had not domestic circumstances prevented Mr. Ellis, whom I had 
named as one for bail, from attending that morning; but he gave 
his word to come forward on the Monday rather than I should re- 
main in prison. I am indebted for the kindness to another friend 
who generously rendered me his assistance. 


Yours, 
WILLIAM CAMPION. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Sir, May I, 1824. 
In consequence of reading the dispute between Mr. I. G. 
and Mr. Watson, ou the production of animalcular animals, 
iu the Republican No. 15, Vol. VIII, | determined to send 
you, for your consideration, a plain matter of fact. From 
iny best recollection ] sent it to No. 84, Fleet Street, Nov. 9, 
1823, but, as | have not heard any thing from you, nor seen 
any thing of it in the Republican, | conclude that you have 
not received it; I, therefore, once more, make the attempt 
to lay that fact before you. 

Mr. Watson acknowledges that he was once of opinion 
that even the most minute insect had a parent insect; * but,” 
says he, “ I think from observation and study [ have im- 
proved my judgment.” And as Mr. 1]. G, calls on Mr. W. 
for proof—perhaps if he reads the following plain matter of 
fact it may afford him some satisfaction, | hope that he, you, 
or some other of your correspondents, will bave something 
to say to it. 

| state it thus: I havea small bird stuffed—it is shut up in 
a wooden case—the case is lined with paper closely pasted, 
stopping up every crevice—a glass front fixed closely in, 
with a kind of strong composition, so that nothing can pene- 
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trate into it, but a small portion of air, and that only through 
the pores of the wood, the paper, or the glass. I have had 
it, as above stated, in my possession eight years, or there 
about. In the month of June last, to my surprise, and the 
surprise of several witnesses, was discovered, a small moth 
within the above case, flying and crawling about. I observed 
it for about two weeks in the same state; since then I went 
to look for it but’could not see it—and I have not seen it 
since. 

I am at a loss to discover how that animal could come 
there, unless it was there produced, independent of a parent 
animal; because, there does not appear to me the least pro- 
bability that it could be produced by a parent animal eight 
years after the egg was laid. If the parent moth had laid an 
egg in the feathers of the bird, it must have been before it 
was enclosed in the above case; had it been so, the egg 
would have been hatched, a grub produced, it would have 
formed a crysalis—and the moth would have been produced, 
most probably, in the first year; instead of which, it was 
not produced until almost the conclusion of eight years af- 


ter the bird was enclosed. 
J. BUTLER LEVANT. 
No. 22, Great Pear] Street, 
Spitalfields. 


Note. I have some recollection of receiving a copy of 
this paper in November last; but, 1 think, that my impres- 
sion from it was then what it is now—that it is nota clear 
case of spontaneous animal production: at least, not a case 
to be relied upon. First, is there no possibility that a cre- 
vice was found or made bya moth in the frame, which 
might escape the human eye: second, the egg of a moth, in 
so confined an atmosphere, might have taken that time to 
be hatched ; or the moth might have been in existence ear- 
lier unnoticed. 
































R. C. 















ANECDOTE OF MR. PAINE AS COMMUNICATED 
BY MR. WILLIAM CARVER OF NEW YORK. 












IT should have been stated, that Mr. Paine died worth four- 
teen or fifteen thousand dollars, instead of four or five thou 
sand. In that statement, there was an error made in figures 
by some person. 

Mr. Paine was exceedingly dogmatical, could not bear 
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contradiction, and was not altogether free from superstition. 
We often conversed on the subject. One evening, I asked 
him, if he really thought that he should be called, as the 
Christians believed, at a resurrection day, and that he should 
know that he was the same Thomas Paine, who had writ- 
ten the Rights of Man, Age of Reason, &c. &c.? He ans- 
wered in the affirmative. I told him, that the laws of Na- 
ture were opposed to such a notion: and*that no Chemist 
nor Anatomist, believed in such nonsense. Well, said he, I 
cannot argue the case with you—but | think that you will 
soon be an Atheist.—He then told me that he would write 
his thoughts on a future state. Some time after, he handed 
me a paper, and said, read that, I wrote it for you, perhaps 
it may stop you from being an Atheist.—I read it, and on re- 
turning itto him, said, | hope Mr. Paine, you will never 
have it publisbed: for a schoolboy in pbilosopby can easily 
overthrow the argumeuts you have advanced. It is the 
worst piece you have written. 1 was sorry to see it subse- 
quently publisbed, under the bead of ** My private thoughts 
on a futare state.” : 

During the time that Mr. Paine was sick at my house, in 
August 1806, an English Lady, of the name of Dawson, 
called to see him. I accompanied her to his room. She 
said, Mr. Paine, you are a countryman of mine, and | wish- 
ed to see you before you die—You must believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ before you die, or you cannot be saved. Pech! 
Poh! Madam, said he, it is all Popish stuff! Do you sup- 
pose, that 1 want a God, that wanted victuals, and drink, 
and a back house? Good morning —Madam—good morn- 
ing. ‘The lady hastily retired and never came agaiu to see 
him. 

In answer to the story about Mr. Paine’s having seduced 
Madame Bonneville from her husband; Madame B. did not 
arrive with Mr. Paine, as the lying Christian tracts say; but 
was sent out, with her children, to America, from France, 
by her husband, a year after, with a view to inberit Mr. 
Paine’s property: which may be seen by his will to have 
been the case. 





Extract from the Gospel Herald*. 
UN DAMONIOLOGY. 


Among all the errors, that have crept inte the religions of men, 
there is none more prevailing, more fondly cherished by the igno- 
* A New York publication. 
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rant and superstitious mind, and yet more absurd and groundless 
than that of Demoniology. According to the orthodox of the 
day, the economy of the universe is two-fold. The Creator of 
man, and Great First-Cause, is represented as dividing his power 
and sharing his authority with the fallen angels; and by far the 
ereater portion of mankind, though expressly declared to have 
been created for the glory of God, will ultimately become the im- 
yrisoned slaves of the Devil. 

If we believe in a God, as the Maker of the vast fabric of the 
universe, we must allow him infinite perfection, justice, power, 
wisdom and goodness. Being then infinitely wise, and foreseeing 
all things, he never would have permitted the existence of any 
thing that could derange his plans; his power being infinite, he 
would crush at once any thing contrary to his designs; and being 
infinitely good, he would never permit his intelligent and rational 
creature man, to be drawn from his power, and perverted by the 
agency of any extrinsic being. So far from the Devil being ne- 
cessary to the arrangement of the universe, he is the direct con- 
trary; his aim appears to be, to thwart and perplex the designs of 
God. Can any sensible man for a moment suppose, that an_all- 
wise and omnipotent God would wage war with one of his own 
creation? I remember a reply given by an ignorant savage to a 
Missionary, who was endeavouring to convert him to the Chris- 
tian religion. Whatever appeared just, reasonable, and necessary, 
this artless child of nature at once believed. That there was a great 
Being, by whom all things were made, who had created him and 
all mankind, by whose act he came into existence, who gave him 
a mode of being, faculties, and powers, suitable for his enjoyment 
of this world; who prepared the earth for his residence, and sup- 
plied all his wants; whose goodness was infinite, and who would 
punish him for his transgressions, and bring him to a right sense 
of his error, in following the paths of vice.- All this he believed at 
once, this was plain; it needed no proof; he looked round upen 
the various gifts of the earth, and recognized the goodness of 
God. He heard the thunder and saw the lightning flash, and ac- 
knowledged his powers; but when his instructor attempted to in- 
culcate the existence of an adverse and counteracting power under 
the name of the Devil, the unsophisticated and unprejudiced savage, 
refused to believe; and for the best reason possible, he saw no 
necessity for it. Does not God, said he, rule and govern all 
things? Does he not ordain and decree every thing? Yes, re- 
plied the priest. Why then, says he, did he let the Devil come 
to disturb the harmony of the universe? Which is the stronger? 
God, or the Devil? God, to be sure, says the Missionary. Why 
then God no hille the Devil, and have no disturber of men? This 
the priest found an unanswerable argument, and left him to be 
converted by some more cunning reasoner. 
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EXTRACT OF A PRIVATE LETTER FROM A FRIEND. 


AssociaTIon is less common, perhaps, among Materialists, than 
any of the classes of the superstitious; and, if I were called on 
to give a reason for it, I should say—that it is by a continued ex- 
ertion of mind, by a painful series of investigations, that a man 
shakes off the mass of false ideas he has imbibed from childhood : 
and that the severity of thinking necessary to effect this isnot to be 
exerted in companies; it must be the result of solitary thought; 
whereas, companionship is the very cement of all creeds which 
have faith for their basis. 

Hence, in the present state of society, Materialists are made 
or found, single—Christians in masses—the former have a res- 
pect for each other, knowing the mind, or capability, they must 
possess to become so; the latter are, as it were, born in compa- 
nies—adhering together by the forms and ceremonies to which 
their class subjects them: and as all exertions of thought are 
needless for the attainment of faith, their tenets are rarely investi- 
gated, and superior talent must pass unnoticed or unregarded, 
where its possession confers no distinction: You, as well as 
many others in the present day, have stimulated men’s minds to 
the investigation of that part of knowledge most essential to their 
enjoyment: you have particularly the merit of inducing men to 
investigate the subject of Theology, and have been the im- 
mediate occasion of calling a number of those acute minds 
into action, who so ably display their talents in your Republican, 
and which, in all probability, but for you, would have been lost to 
society—to themselves. This is a glorious achievement; and, | 
should think, to a mind like yours, an act, that, of itself, would 
compensate for many privations you have endured. This posi- 
tive good is apparent; but its ultimate effect, it may require an 
age to accomplish. It were vain to suppose the present race all 
capable of dispelling the false impressions they have imbibed, 
and until we can gain at least one in ten to our opinions we can- 
not hope to generalize our philosophy. Look at the numbers who 
are yearly springing up under the impressions that are inimical 
to the advancement of the moral and intellectual man. But by 
the time one in ten may be numbered with us, the influence of our 
families will begin to take effect, as I suppose we may calculate 
on most Materialists educating their children in the notions they 
presume are correct. This is the natural time the Christian 
religion will die: but what unlooked for accident may not 
intervene, to consolidate an end so desirable, long before its 
calculable era? The tendency of the age to enquiry on all sub- 
jects—and the very extended systems of education will hasten 
the consummation so devoutly to be wished. 





Printed and Published by R. CarriLe, 84, lleet Street.—All Correspon- 
dences for ** The Republican” to be left at the place of publication. 








